2 34      Johnson and Steevens's SHAKSPEARE*   [A.D. 1778.
productions of his fertile pen to any of his numerous friends or dependants, except the Preface 1 to his old amanuensis Macbean's Dictionary of Ancient Geography". His Shak-speare, indeed, which had been received with high approbation by the publick, and gone through several editions, was this year re-published by George Steevens, Esq., a gentleman not only deeply skilled in ancient learning, and of very extensive reading in English literature, especially the early writers, but at the same time of acute discernment and elegant taste3. It is almost unnecessary to say, that by his great and valuable additions to Dr. Johnson's work, he justly obtained considerable reputation:
'Divisum imperium cum Jove Ccesar habet*?
of a tedious, scientific dictionary. " Sir," said he, " I like that muddling work." He allowed some time to go by, during which another editor was found—Dr. Rees. Immediately after this intelligence he called on me, and his first words were:—" It is gone, Sir." '
1  He, however, wrote, or partly wrote, an Epitaph on Mrs. Bell, wife of his friend John Bell, Esq., brother of the Reverend Dr. Bell, Prebendary of Westminster, which is printed in his Works [i. 151].   It is in English prose, and has so little of his manner, that I did not believe he had any hand in it, till I was satisfied of the fact by the authority of Mr. Bell.   BOSWELL.   'The epitaph is to be seen in the parish church of Watford.'    Hawkins's Johnson, p. 471.
2  See ante, i. 216.    Mme. D'Arblay (Memoirs of Dr.Burney, i. 271) says that this year Goldsmith projected a Dictionary of Arts and Sciences, in which Johnson was to take the department of ethics, and that Dr. Burney finished the article Miisician.   The scheme came to nothing.
3  We may doubt Steevens's taste.   Garrick ' produced Hamlet with alterations, rescuing,' as he said,' that noble play from all the rubbish of the fifth act' (ante, ii. 98, note).    Steevens wrote to Garrick:—'! expect great pleasure from the perusal of your altered Hamlet.   It is a circumstance in favour of the poet which I have long been wishing for.    You had better throw what remains of the piece into a farce, to appear immediately afterwards.   No foreigner who should happen to be present at the exhibition, would ever believe it was formed out of the loppings and excrescences of the tragedy itself.   You may entitle it The Grave-Diggers ; with the pleasant Humours of Osric, the Danish Macaroni.'    Garrick Corres. i. 451.
4  A line of an epigram in the Life of Virgil, ascribed to Donatus.
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